
 
GROW GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 

TALK ABOUT IT 
1. When have you asked yourself or someone else if a 

particular behavior was a sin? What motivated you to 
ask that question? 

READ ABOUT IT:  1 Timothy 6:17-18; 1 John 2:1-11 

THINK ABOUT IT 
2. How do you think the reputation of the church would 

change if Christians focused on loving others the way 
Jesus loved others? 

3. To what extent do you currently believe that your 
relationship with God is based on how well you obey 
him? How do you think that influences the way you 
view God? 

4. Read 1 John 2:1–11. If you took this passage to heart, 
how would you treat people differently than you 
currently do? How would it change your relationship 
with God? 

5. “Horizontal Morality” has been defined: “If it’s not 
best for them, it’s sin.” Does that standard sound 
reasonable to you? Why or why not? 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT 
6. Who do you need to love better right now? What does 

love require of you in that relationship? How can this 
group support you as you do what love requires? 

1 TIMOTHY 6:17-18 
617Command those who are rich in this present world 
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which 
is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share. 

 
1 JOHN 2:1-11 

2 1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will 
not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2He is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of the whole world. 3We know that 
we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 
4Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he 
commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 
5But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly 
made complete in them. This is how we know we are in 
him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus 
did. 7Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command 
but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. 
This old command is the message you have heard. 8Yet 
I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in 
him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the 
true light is already shining. 9Anyone who claims to be 
in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 
darkness. 10Anyone who loves their brother and sister 
lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make 
them stumble. 11But anyone who hates a brother or 
sister is in the darkness and walks around in the 
darkness. They do not know where they are going, 
because the darkness has blinded them. 
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